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The 2,2-difluorobenzodioxole moiety has been introduced in medicinal chemistry research as a potential
metabolically more stable derivative of the benzodioxole fragment. Herein we present, to the best of our
knowledge, the first synthesis of 4-chloro-2,2-difluoro[1,3]dioxole[4,5-c]pyridine, a 5-aza-derivative of
the 2,2-difluorobenzodioxole, from simple and cheap starting materials. The chlorine atom in position
4 could be useful for further functionalisation by cross coupling reactions.

� 2010 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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This Letter describes the synthesis of a novel building block
which could be considered very important and useful for medicinal
chemistry purposes.

In the literature there are several examples of biologically active
drugs and potential drugs, containing a benzodioxole moiety,1–5

for the treatment of a wide variety of conditions and disorders,
including those associated with the dysfunction of the central ner-
vous system (for example unipolar depression, Alzheimer’s and
Parkinson’s diseases).

However it has been hypothesized that the benzodioxole moi-
ety metabolism could be responsible of some Idiosyncratic Adverse
Drug Effects (IADE).6 Therefore, the 2,2-difluorobenzodioxole
group has been proposed as a potentially more stable analogue,7

in order to prevent the metabolism of the oxo-methylene-oxo
(OCH2O) portion, without differing much in terms of steric
requirements.

To the best of our knowledge a 5-aza-derivative (Fig. 1) of such
moiety has not been described in the literature so far; recently only
a 4-aza analogue of the 2,2-difluorobenzodioxole structure has
been described.8

Therefore we would like to report herein the first synthesis of
4-chloro-2,2-difluoro[1,3]dioxole[4,5-c]pyridine.

In a first attempt, the synthesis of the target material 8 was
investigated following the route shown in Scheme 1, starting from
the easily accessible 3-pyridinol (1).

Although the reactions occurred with excellent regioselectivity
(confirmed by NMR studies) and fair yields, a lot of work was done
in the optimization of the reaction parameters and intermediate
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recovery. Particular care had to be taken in processing unstable,
reactive or volatile intermediates.

The 3-pyridinol 1 was first protected as MOM ether 2, in order
to direct the following lithiation in position 4 and generate the
halo-intermediate 39,10 by reaction with either hexachloroethane
(X = Cl)5 or 1,2-dibromotetrachloroethane (X = Br).

As reported in the literature,9,10 while relatively stable in
solution, both those intermediates were unstable once isolated
and had to be quickly reacted with MeONa in dry MeOH to give
the 3-methoxymethyl-4-methoxypyridine 4.

Another chlorine atom was selectively introduced in position 2
by further lithiation with BuLi and reaction with hexachloroethane.
After that, the protecting groups of the chloropyridine 511 were
cleaved with boron tribromide in dry DCM to give the 2-chloro-
3,4-dihydroxypyridine 6.

After careful quenching with MeOH, the recovery in excellent
yield of this water-soluble diol, from the extremely acidic reaction
crude, was performed by removal of the solvent, trituration in
AcOEt, filtration and final purification of the isolated solid on an
ion exchange cartridge (SCX).
F F

benzodioxole 2,2-difluorobenzodioxole 2,2-difluoro-5-azabenzodioxole

Figure 1. Structural modifications on benzodioxole moiety.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2010.10.119
mailto:mariapia.catalani@inwind.it
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tetlet.2010.10.119
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00404039
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/tetlet


N Cl

O

O

S

N

OH

Cl

OH

N Cl

O

O

F
F

N

OH

N

O O

N

O O

X

N

O O

O

N

O O

O

Cl

6

2 3

45

8

1

7

X=Cl, Br

a b

c

de

f

g

Scheme 1. Reagents and conditions: (a) NaH 60 wt %, DMF, MOMCl, 0 �C, 2 h,
Y = 81%; (b) t-BuLi, C2Cl6 or C2Cl4Br2, Et2O, �70 �C, Y = 87% or 91%; (c) MeONa,
MeOH, 80 �C, overnight, Y = 31%; (d) BuLi, C2Cl6, THF, �70 �C, 2 h, rt, 1 h, Y = 61%; (e)
BBr3 1 M solution in DCM, DCM, 50 min, Y = 91%; (f) Cl2CS, DMAP, DCM, 1 h, rt,
Y = 79%; (g) HF/pyridine, 1,3-dibromo-5,5-dimethylhydantoin, DCM, �78 �C, 1 h,
Y = 87%.
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Thiocarbamate 7, obtained12 by reaction of 6 with thiophosgene
and DMAP in dry DCM, proved to be extremely reactive towards
weak nucleophiles such as MeOH or even water. Therefore it had
to be isolated loading the untreated reaction crude on a silica car-
tridge and eluting with 100% DCM.

The white solid was then reacted at low temperature with HF/
pyridine and 1,3-dibromo-5,5-dimethylhydantoin in dry DCM to
give the desired compound 8.13,14 In addition to required precau-
tions, when manipulating HF containing mixtures, special care
had to be taken in recovering the product, since it proved to be
rather volatile. Fortunately all the work up and chromatography
could be performed in DCM and it allowed to control solvent evap-
oration using mild conditions.

In order to devise an alternative synthetic route to access 8, a
shorter and easy strategy was planned, taking advantage of the
commercial availability of 3,4-dihydroxypyridine 9 (Scheme 2).
The new process avoids the tricky step (b) of chlorination/bromin-
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Scheme 2. Reagents and conditions: (a) TMSN2 (2 M hexane solution), DCM/MeOH,
5 h, rt, Y = 49%; (b) BuLi, C2Cl6, THF, �70 �C, 2 h, rt 1 h, Y = 70%; (c) BBr3 1 M solution,
DCM, rt, 3 h, Y = 84%; (d) Cl2CS, DMAP, DCM,1 h, rt, Y = 79%; (e) HF/pyridine, 1,3-
dibromo-5,5-dimethylhydantoin, DCM, �78 �C 1 h, Y = 87%.
ation in Scheme 1, necessary to reach intermediates 3, both
observed to be unstable once isolated.9,10

The starting material 9 was methylated with TMS-diazometh-
ane to give 3,4-dimethoxypyridine 10. ortho-Directed lithiation
with BuLi again occurred in position 2, allowing the formation of
the 2-chloro-3,4-dimethoxypyridine 11 by reaction with hexachlo-
roethane. This was then cleaved as previously reported with boron
tribromide in DCM, to give the known dihydroxy intermediate 6.
The synthesis then proceeded as described above.

The chlorine atom in position 4 could be useful for further func-
tionalisation by cross coupling reactions, for example the reactivity
of the chlorine atom could be tested with the N-Boc-piperazine
under Buchwald conditions (Pd2dba, BINAP, t-BuOK, toluene)15 or
1,1-dimethylethyl 4-(4,4,5,5-tetramethyl-1,3,2-dioxaborolan-2-
yl)-3,6-dihydro-1(2H)-pyridinecarboxylate under Suzuki condi-
tions (Pd tetrakis, K2CO3, DMF, microwave irradiation).16

In conclusion, the chemistry for the preparation of functional-
ised 5-aza-benzodioxoles, which could be used as new scaffolds
in medicinal chemistry, has been developed, leading also to the
first synthesis of 4-chloro-2,2-difluoro[1,3]dioxole[4,5-c]pyridine.
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